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 SUMMARY OF JUDGEMENT  

I. Introduction  

1. The accused in this case is Father Hormisdas Nsengimana. During the events he was a 

Catholic priest and the Rector of Collège Christ-Roi, a prestigious secondary Catholic school 

in Nyanza sector, Butare prefecture. The Prosecution has charged him with genocide as well 

as murder and extermination as crimes against humanity. The Defence disputes all the 

charges.  

2. The trial opened on 22 June 2007 and closed on 17 September 2008. The Prosecution 

presented 19 witnesses while the Defence brought 24. Closing arguments were heard on 12 

and 13 February of this year.  

3. The Chamber will now provide a brief summary of its most important findings 

concerning the allegations against Nsengimana. Only the written judgement is authoritative. 

It will be available soon after the conclusion of the editorial process. 

II. Meetings 

4. The Prosecution alleges that Nsengimana participated in several meetings of 

extremists, starting as early as 1990, attended by local administrative, security and business 

officials as well as Collège Christ-Roi employees. These persons were viewed as Hutu 

extremists and were known as members of the “Death Squad” or the “Dragons”. According 

to the Indictment, Nsengimana acted as their spiritual leader. Many meetings purportedly 

occurred regularly at Collège Christ-Roi, among other locations.  

5. Having assessed the entire record from 1990 to mid-1994, it does appear that the same 

persons attended many of the meetings, and some of the participants later committed crimes. 

But there is limited direct evidence concerning the nature of these meetings, and 

Nsengimana’s role is unclear. The evidence is too imprecise to conclude beyond reasonable 

doubt that his participation had any relation to the killings. 

III. Roadblocks 

6. In Nyanza, roadblocks were generally established from around 21 April 1994. The 

Prosecution alleges that Nsengimana ordered students to mount such barriers around Collège 

Christ-Roi, and that he supervised at least three of them.  
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7. One roadblock was at the entrance of the school. According to the Defence, it was 

only established in May when soldiers from the Ecole militaire supérieure in Kigali arrived. 

The Chamber has found that it was set up around 21 April. It is not clear who made the 

decision. The barrier was supervised by school employees Phénéas Munyarubuga and Simon 

Kalinda. It is unclear whether Christ-Roi students manned it. How long this barrier existed, 

and how regularly it was manned, is also uncertain. The witnesses provided few and 

inconclusive accounts of Nsengimana’s alleged involvement as well as his interactions there 

with Phénéas and Simon. Consequently, it has not been proved that he established 

roadblocks, supervised them, or was involved in criminal activities there. 

8. The two other roadblocks in the vicinity of Christ-Roi were also in Mugonzi cellule.  

One was near the homes of Pasteur Dusangeyezu and Simon Kalinda, and another about 100 

metres away. Simon Kalinda exercised control over both checkpoints. The evidence fails to 

show that Nsengimana participated in their establishment or supervision. 

9. The witnesses also testified about other roadblocks, including one behind the Nyanza 

parish church. There is no basis to conclude that Nsengimana played any role in relation to 

them.   

IV. Killing of Ruben Kayombya 

10. The Prosecution alleges that around 21 April, a young Tutsi called Ruben Kayombya 

was captured by Christ-Roi employees, and that Nsengimana ordered them to hand him over 

to the Interahamwe, who killed him. One Prosecution witness testified about having seen this 

event, saying that Nsengimana ordered that Kayombya be taken to the authorities. The 

Chamber has reservations about the reliability of the Prosecution case. The charge is 

dismissed. 

V. Killing of Father Mathieu Ngirumpatse 

11. On 25 April, Father Mathieu Ngirumpatse was killed in the vicinity of the Nyanza 

parish church. One witness testified that he observed Nsengimana, who was in the company 

of Christ-Roi employees, the gendarmerie commander and others, shoot and kill 

Ngirumpatse. Another witness purportedly saw Nsengimana driving gendarmes in the 

direction of the Nyanza parish church.  

12. The Defence disputes that Nsengimana was involved in the killing. It also points to 

evidence that the priests had good relations. The Chamber has questioned the credibility of 
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the eye-witness account of the killing, and the other Prosecution evidence fails to eliminate 

doubt. Nsengimana cannot be held responsible for Father Ngirumpatse’s death.    

VI. Killing of a Tutsi Woman 

13. The same witness who testified about the killing of Ngirumpatse, also said that 

immediately thereafter, Nsengimana and his attackers allegedly found an old Tutsi woman 

who had been hiding in a banana plantation nearby. Nsengimana purportedly killed her. The 

Chamber observes that the testimony is not corroborated and is insufficient to sustain the 

charge.  

VII. Killing of Three Tutsi Refugees 

14. The Indictment alleges that around 28 April, Nsengimana handed over three Tutsi 

refugees to Interahamwe who killed them and threw them into a pit latrine in Collège Christ-

Roi. In brief, the Prosecution evidence is weak. Nsengimana’s responsibility for these 

purported killings has not been established beyond reasonable doubt.  

VIII. Mugonzi Killings and the Preceding Meeting at Collège Christ-Roi 

15. On the morning of 3 May, civilian attackers killed several Tutsis in Mugonzi cellule. 

The victims included Dr. Galican Kayigima and his two daughters; Charles Gakwaya; 

Célestin Munyakayanza, his pregnant wife Yolande and their two children; and 

Mwumvaneza.  

16. There is no evidence that Nsengimana was present during the attack. However, the 

Prosecution contends that earlier that morning he had co-chaired a meeting with gendarmerie 

commander François Birikunzira at Collège Christ-Roi where assailants were instructed to 

kill the remaining Tutsis in Mugonzi. No witness attended this alleged gathering but there is 

hearsay evidence about it, and one witness observed two assailants going to the school and 

another saw some leaving it. The evidence does not support a conviction.   

IX. Killing of Three Tutsi Priests 

17. Around 4 May, three Tutsi priests were abducted from Saint Antoine’s orphanage in 

Nyanza. Their names were Jean-Bosco Yirirwahandi, Innocent Nyangezi and Callixte 

Uwitonze. According to the Prosecution, Nsengimana paid a young boy 30,000 Rwandan 

francs to reveal the priest’s hiding place, and members of his joint criminal enterprise then 

killed them. 
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18. The Chamber notes that no witness saw Nsengimana during the abduction. According 

to the evidence, the priests were taken away by gendarmes and soldiers. There is no credible 

testimony that persons from Collège Christ-Roi took part during the abduction, and the 

identity of the killers cannot be established beyond reasonable doubt. The testimony about 

payment to the young boy is unreliable for many reasons. Consequently, this allegation falls.  

X. Killing of Xavérine and Her Son 

19. In early May, a Tutsi called Xavérine and her son were killed. Two Prosecution 

witnesses testified that she was apprehended at the roadblock at the entrance of Collège 

Christ-Roi, while two others, as well as two Defence witnesses, said that she was taken from 

within the premises of the Ecole normale primaire.  

20. The Chamber has found that Xavérine and her son were abducted from Ecole normale 

primaire but does not exclude that they may have passed the roadblock at Christ-Roi on their 

way to the place where they were killed. The evidence of Nsengimana’s involvement is 

inconclusive and does not establish that he is responsible.  

XI. Killing of Callixte Kayitsinga 

21. In May, a young Tutsi called Callixte Kayitsinga sought refuge at Collège Christ-Roi. 

Nsengimana met him in the morning but was away from the school during the day. After 

Nsengimana’s departure, several persons abducted Kayitsinga from his room and killed him. 

Christ-Roi employee Phénéas Munyarubuga was amongst the perpetrators. The Chamber has 

not found a sufficient factual and legal basis for concluding that Nsengimana can be held 

accountable for this killing. 

XII. Killing of Judge Jean-Baptiste Twagirayezu 

22. In early May, Nsengimana and Judge Jean-Baptiste Twagirayezu met at Collège 

Christ-Roi. Nsengimana accompanied him from the school. Shortly after the two parted 

ways, the judge was arrested by gendarmes, shot and killed near the Nyanza parish church. 

The Prosecution alleges that Nsengimana handed the judge over to the killers. 

23. Several witnesses testified about this event. There is no direct testimony that 

Nsengimana ordered or orchestrated the killing. The evidence of the two Prosecution 

witnesses is doubtful and does not form a sufficient basis to draw the inference that 

Nsengimana is responsible.  
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XIII. Killing of Six Tutsi Women 

24. The Indictment alleges that, between late April and mid-May, Nsengimana, 

accompanied by his students and other staff, went to the women’s hostel between Collège 

Christ-Roi and the Nyanza parish church. There he allegedly killed three Tutsi women and 

ordered his employees to kill three others.  

25. One Prosecution witness testified about this event. His credibility is doubtful for 

several reasons. The Chamber has not found the allegation proved beyond reasonable doubt.  

XIV. Killing of Egide Ngenzi 

26. The same Prosecution witness testified that, in early May, he observed Nsengimana 

ordering Collège Christ-Roi employees bring Egide Ngenzi, a Tutsi teacher at the school, to 

the building containing Nsengimana’s office. The employees subsequently left with a body, 

and the witness learned from them that they had killed Ngenzi. The Defence disputes this 

account, pointing to evidence that Egide Ngenzi was not a Tutsi, survived the events in 1994 

and sought refuge abroad. The Chamber finds the Prosecution evidence insufficiently reliable 

and dismisses the charge.  

XV. Don Bosco Orphanage  

27. Around 22 May, Tutsi civilians hiding at the Don Bosco orphanage in Cyotamakara, 

including eight children, were abducted by civilian assailants accompanied by soldiers. The 

Prosecution evidence does not place Nsengimana there. The Chamber has considered the 

entire record and has not found that the evidence sustains a conviction.  

XVI. Killing of Father Furaha 

28. The Prosecution submits that Nsengimana had a dispute with a Tutsi priest, Father 

Justin Furaha. According to the Indictment, Nsengimana said in May that he would not leave 

Nyanza without seeing the head of Furaha and ordered his employees to search for him. 

Furaha was killed at the end of the month.  

29. The Chamber heard conflicting evidence about the relationship between the two 

priests. No witness observed Furaha being killed. There is only indirect and inconsistent 

evidence about where and by whom he was murdered. There is not a sufficient basis to make 

findings beyond a reasonable doubt. The Chamber has dismissed this charge. 

 



The Prosecutor v. Hormisdas Nsengimana, Case No. ICTR-01-69-T 

Summary of Judgement 6 17 November 2009 

XVII. Findings 

30. In reaching its conclusions, the Chamber has assessed all the evidence supporting the 

three counts against Nsengimana. The findings include consideration of the relevant modes of 

responsibility pleaded in the Indictment.  

31. The Chamber has also considered incidents that have not been included in this oral 

summary. They do not establish Nsengimana’s criminal responsibility or impact the 

Chamber’s other findings. 

32. The Chamber finds in respect of Hormisdas Nsengimana as follows: 

Count 1: Genocide:       Not Guilty 

Count 2: Murder as a crime against humanity:   Not Guilty  

Count 3: Extermination as a crime against humanity: Not Guilty 

 

33. Pursuant to Rule 99 (A) of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence, the Chamber orders 

the immediate release of Hormisdas Nsengimana and requests the Registry to make the 

necessary arrangements.   

34. This was the summary of the judgement. The present hearing has come to an end. The 

court is adjourned.  

* * * 


